I was part of the exchange in 2004, 2004 and 2006. At the moment I’m in my 5th and second-to-last-year at the Anna van Rijn college. All the students following a bilingual course, who get half their classes in English, are part of the exchange. Because there are more pupils every year signing up to do bilingual courses, it’s difficult to find enough English exchange partners for everyone. I can tell you though that being part of the exchange programme is lots of fun!
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In the first year, the Dutch came to March and we went to the beach and later had to work with our exchange partners to make presentations about what we did at the beach. Maybe the programme has changed since I was part of it, it probably has, but I’m sure they’re going to have you doing something interesting. When the English came to the Netherlands, we visited the Anne Frank house in Amsterdam and went cycling in a big nature area that’s part of a museum, famous for its collection of paintings by van Gogh. We also had a go at painting an imitation ourselves, together with our partners.
The best thing about the exchange is that you get to meet lots of new people that are from another country. For us Dutch people it was a good experience to learn better English and for the English it would be really nice to have a person from a different culture around for a couple of days. Sometimes you end up being really good friends, sometimes you don’t but it’s always an experience you’ll always remember. 

When you get a Dutch exchange partner, you want to ask him or her to get you stroopwafels. They’re the best. ( So, if you sign up for the Netherlands exchange you’ll make a Dutch kid very happy, and you actually will get a cookie!
So, best wishes and tot ziens!
Yvonne

